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Letter of Pope John Paul II on the 50th Anniversary of the Canonization of St. Louis Marie de 
Montfort 

1. Paragraph 2 - Note that de Montfort was basing himself on the great theological 
currents in vogue at his time.   

a. Expression of his personal faith in tune with the culture of his time 
b. Used language of his audience, his style can surprise our contemporaries, but 

they should not prevent us from being inspired by his fertile intuitions. 
c. Theocentric Spirituality.  Even a Marian Spirituality is Theocentric 

2. Paragraph 3 – The person of Christ dominates the thought.  “Jesus our savior, true God 
and true man, must be the ultimate end of all other devotions. 

3. Paragraph 4 – Montfort invited people to put their trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary, who 
is so inseparable from Jesus that it would easier to separate light from the sun.   

4. Paragraph 4 – In our times, when Marian devotion is quite alive but not always 
sufficiently enlightened, it would be good to recapture Fr. de Montfort’s fervor and his 
correct tone, in order t ogive the virgin her rightful place and to learn how to pray to 
her. 

5. Paragraph 4 – No doubt certain changes in the language seem imperative, but the 
Montfortian family must continue it Marian apostolate in the spirit of the founder. 

6. Paragraph 6 – I welcome your initiatives at diffusing Montfortian spirituality in forms 
that are suitable to different cultures in order to give to Marian devotion an ever surer 
authenticity. 

 
 

0) The Grandeurs of Mary 
a. It was through the Blessed Virgin Mary that Jesus came into the world 
b. Alma Mater is Nourishing Mother 
c. Remained hidden, unknown, humility, said little and little was said of her 
d. The Saints said many things of Mary but whatever they wrote did not do justice 
e. The angels honor her 
f. Man honors her, cathedrals, dioceses towns altars dedicated to her, miraculous 

images are in many towns, confraternities and associations honor her, religious 
order are under her name, sodalities and the very devil in hell fears her 

g. All this is still not enough honor-exteriorly- for her and does not come close to 
the honor given to her by God Interiorly  

h. If you wish to understand Mary, then understand Jesus.  Mary is a worthy 
mother of the Son of God 

 
1) Necessity of Devotion to Our Lady 



a. Mary’s Part in the Incarnation 
i. Mary is a creature, compared to God, she is nothing, Does not need the 

Blessed Virgin to accomplish his will.  All he needed to do is will it 
ii. He decided to use her to bring Christ and does not change his plan.  The 

Father gave is only Son to the world through Mary 
iii. God the Holy Spirit formed Jesus in Mary but only after sending Gabriel 

to ask for her consent. 
iv. The father’s will that Jesus submitted to Mary for 30 years before 

ministry, in imitation of Christ, we too submit to Mary and be like Jesus 
v. He began his miracles through Mary  in that John leaped in the womb of 

Mary when Jesus was present and at the wedding of Cana.  
vi. The holy spirit produced Jesus in Mary and when the Holy Spirit find Mary 

in the soul he continues to produce Jesus Christ in that soul and that soul 
in Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit does not need Mary to do this but that is 
what he did and always does. 

b. Mary’s Part in the Sanctification of Souls 
i. The comparison of the intellectuals and the poor and simple who have 

more good will and faith than the common run of scholars.  He is going to 
teach the truth in a simple way without the Latin  

ii. Jesus remains in heaven as the Son of Mary as he was on earth.  
Therefore he is still submissive and the most perfect child toward the 
best of all mothers 

iii. Mary does not command Jesus as earthly mothers do, she is completely 
transformed in God and does not ask or wish or do anything that is 
contrary to the eternal and changeless will of God 

iv. He never resists his mother’s prayers because they are humble and 
conform to his will 

v. God has made her queen of heaven and earth, leader of his armies , 
keeper of this treasures, dispensers of his graces, worker of his wonders, 
restorer of the human race, mediatrix on behalf of men destroyer of his 
enemies and faithful associate of his great works and triumphs. 

vi. God the father wishes Mary to be the mother of his children until the end 
of time.   

vii. Just in natural generation you have a father and a mother so in the 
spiritual generation (children) you have a mother and a father.  Those 
who do not have Mary as mother, do not have God as father, even is the 
heretics claim they do, they do not. 

viii. Jesus is the head of the body and we are the members, In that Mary gave 
birth to Jesus the head, she also gives birth to the members, us.   

c. Consequences 
i. God gave power to Mary over his only begotten son and also gave power 

over his adopted children.  Not just of their bodies but of their souls.   
ii. Jesus is the king and inaugurated the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of 

God is within you as scripture says.  So the kingdom of the Blessed Virgin 



is in the interior of man, in the his soul.  So we call her the queen of our 
hearts.   

iii. She is not equal to the saints and devotion to her is not at the same level 
as saints and optional.  This is because she was necessary for Jesus to 
come. Necessary only in that God willed it. 

iv. He refers to teachings of theologians, apostolic Fathers to back up his 
statements.  Devotion to the Blessed Mother is necessary for salvation.  
The heretics disapproved of devotion and that is a sign of God’s 
disapproval (because heretics have God’s disapproval 

v. I do not believe that anyone can acquire intimate union with our Lord 
and perfect fidelity to the Holy Spirit without a very close union with the 
most Blessed Virgin and an absolute dependence on her support 

vi. She is full of Grace and can now dispense grace on others.  She can lead 
them down the narrow path to heaven and guide them through the 
narrow gate to life.   

vii. As children of the unfaithful Eve, Mary can give us access to the garden 
anyone into the garden  

viii. Refers to the end of time and the holy people will pray to Mary.  She is 
the perfect model to imitate.  God and Mary will raise up great saints at 
the end of the world and these saints will surpass all other saints 

ix. Quotes a writer of his day, These great saints at the end of time will be 
especially devoted to the Blessed Mother.  With one had they will fight 
the enemy, heretics, schismatics, idolaters, and sinners and with the 
other hand will build the temple and draw all men to a true devotion to 
her   

d. Mary’s part in the Latter Times 
i. God Wishes to Make Mary Better Known in the Latter Times 

1. Because of her humility, she is God’s masterpiece of heaven and 
earth, She should be known so that Jesus may be known, She was 
the way Jesus came to us the first time and now also the second 
time. She is the direct way to Jesus and a perfect guide to him, 

2. Mercy – to bring back sinners, Power – combat the enemies of 
God, grace to inspire those who fight the cause of Jesus. 

3. In the fighting of the evil one 
4. Gen 3:15, enmities between the serpent and the woman 
5. One enmity between Mary and the devil.   The devil fears Mary, 

more than God in one sense.  He is conquered by  humble servant 
of God, her humility humiliates him more than the power of God. 

6. What Lucifer lost by pride, Mary won by humility, what Eve lost by 
disobedience, Mary saved by Obedience 

7. Humble Mary will always triumph over the proud Satan.   
ii. Devotion to Mary is Especially Necessary in the Latter Times 

1. Those who become servants and children of Mary will 
a. Will be ministers of the Lord 



b. Closely joined to God, gold of love in their hearts, 
frankincense of prayer in their mind and myrrh of 
mortification in their body 

c. They will do the work of God 
d. True disciples of Jesus, imitating his poverty, humility, and 

contempt for the world and his love. 
i. “They will have the two-edged sword of the word 

of God in their mouths and the blood-stained 
standard of the cross on their shoulders.  They will 
carry the crucifix in their right hand and the rosary 
in their left, the holy name of Jesus and Mary on 
their heart.  The simplicity and self -sacrifice of 
Jesus will be reflected in their whole behavior. 

 


